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C.  L.  Sulzberger,  foreign  eorreepond- 
ent  of  the  New  York  Times,  interviewed 
President  Naeeer  at  the  end  of  March 
end  reported  hie  obeervatione  m  a 
eeriee  of  eolumne.  Following  are  ex- 
eerpte: 

Modern  SsUdin 

“The  concept  of  Nssser  as  a  modem 
Saladin  has  beoi  developed  in  his  own 
controlled  and  heavily  inspired  press 
. . .  But  beneath  the  bluff  exterior  there 
broods  a  sharp,  cunning  swiftness. 
Suddenly  it  leaps  into  his  eyes.  Am¬ 
bitious,  with  almost  limitless  personal 
visions,  so  far  his  has  been  a  lucky 
star.  At  the  verge  of  destruction  in 
Sues  seventeen  months  ago,  he  has 
climbed  to  a  new  zenith  of  power.” 

— March  t8 

Ike  Arms  Deal 

“Nasser  admits  it  was  he,  not  the 
Sossians,  who  first  suggested  the  fa¬ 
mous  armaments  deal  ...  in  June  1966 
.  .  .  Moscow  has  not  made  any  secret 
pledges,  Nasser  insists.  Tt  is  quite 
untrue  as  your  press  reports,’  says  he, 
’that  they  have  promised  us  to  support 
our  claim  to  push  Israel  bade  to  the 
1947  UN  borders.  There  has  not  even 
been  discussion  of  this.”*  — March  $» 

Osak-aad-Dagger 

“By  self -admission  Nasser  is  a  con¬ 
spirator.  He  enjoys  intrigue . . .  [His] 
only  book  speaks  of  his  own  excited 
imagination  of  a  time  when  ’I  con¬ 
sidered  the  assassination  of  many  in- 
dhri^als.’  He  recalls:  ‘We  had  dark 
secrets  and  passwords;  we  lurked  in 
the  shadows;  we  had  caches  of  pistols 
and  hand  grenades,  and  firing  bullets 
was  our  cherished  hope.’” — March  SI 

Csadition  tor  Success 

“Virtually  all  Levantine  potentates 
sfawe  Syria’s  Empress  Zen^ia  have 
bad  to  unite  the  desert  Arabs  and 
Nile-bound  Egyptians  before  aehiev- 
iag  greatness  ...  It  is  the  initisd  goal 
of  Nasser's  Pan-And>ian  movement. 
If  he  succeeds  in  holding  the  allegiance 
of  tite  volatile  Syrians,  Nasser’s  fed¬ 
eration  will  almost  surely  ^read.” 

— April  S 


Fuel  for  Moscow’s  Bandwagon 

In  late  1955,  Sen.  Theodore  F.  Green  (D)  R.  I.,  issued  a  report 
in  which  he  argued  that  Nasser,  despite  his  arms  deal  with  Moscow, 
could  still  be  held  for  the  West.  He  urged  that  the  U.S.  deny  Israel’s 
request  for  arms  and  a  security  guarantee.  The  veteran  Chairman 
of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  persists  in  the  view  that 
Nasser  can  be  won  over,  and  he  now  argues  that  the  U.S.  should  give 
aid  to  Egypt  as  an  alternative  to  aid  from  the  Soviet  Union. 

Two  days  before  Green  spoke,  Cyrus  Sulzberger,  the  roving  foreign 
affairs  expert  of  the  N.Y.  Times,  wrote: 

‘niie  Westower,  ehuracd  by  the  dktator’e  captivating  pcraonality, 
should  never  forget  this  aspect  of  his  character,  obscured  bddnd  facile 
smiles.  He  speaks  in  hurt  tones  ci  the  way  AsMriea  stisundMstands  him. 

Yet  Nasser’s  controlled  press  says  Egyptians  are  murdered  in  the  United 
States  and  his  secret  Voice  of  Free  Africa  calls  ns  *pythons,  white  dogs 
and  pigs.’” 

Many  Americans  have  a  tendency  to  blame  U.S.  policy  for  every¬ 
thing  that  has  gone  wrong  in  the  world,  as  if  we  always  had  the  power 
to  bend  the  future  according  to  our  will.  This  same  guilt  complex 
leads  to  the  contention  that  we  should  close  our  eyes  and  ears  and 
forgive  all  the  crude  and  vulgar  insults  because  we  are  really  to  blame 
for  the  fact  that  Nasser  cooperates  with  the  Russians. 

This  analysis  ignores  that  our  past  substantial  aid  to  Nasser  won 
us  not  thanks,  but  merely  confirmed  his  theory  that  the  road  to  success 
is  paved  with  anti-U.S.  epithets.  Nor  can  one  wish  away  the  fact  that 
the  Soviet  Union  and  Nasser  are  collaborating  to  gain  control  of  the 
Near  East  and  its  oil. 

• 

The  Green  statement  coincides  with  reports  that  the  World  Bank 
is  working  on  plans  to  improve  the  Suez  Canal  and  that  the  U.S.  will 
unfreeze  Nassefs  dollar  b^ances  ($33  million) — and  probably  resume 
economic  aid — as  soon  as  Nasser  compensates  Suez  stockholders.  And 
Nasser  has  recently  adroitly  softened  his  attacks  on  the  U.S. 

Despite  his  propaganda  victories,  Nasser  is  growing  weaker,  not 
stronger.  He  has  been  compelled  to  subsidize  his  cotton  exports  be¬ 
cause  he  is  desperately  short  of  hard  currency.  This  is  due  to  our  own 
Western  freeze  and  also  to  the  Soviet  Union’s  inability  to  supply  his 
economic  needs.  In  addition,  the  Russians  have  been  dumping  his 
cotton  on  the  European  market.  Egyptian  business  interests  are 
rebellious  because  they  are  denied  access  to  Western  markets.  Nasser 
is  not  infallible  and  the  Soviet  Union’s  economic  resources  are  not 
inexhaustible. 

• 

If  we  now  aided  Nasser,  we  would  not  oust  the  Kremlin;  we  would 
simply  ease  its  burden.  We  would  be  assisting  the  Soviet  Union  in 
strengthening  a  most  useful  weapon,  and  the  result  would  Ite  to  in¬ 
tensify  Nasser’s  pressures — ^material  and  psychological— against  pro- 
Westem  Arab  leaders  in  Lebanon,  Iraq,  Jordan,  the  Sudan  and  Tunisia. 

If  Nasser’s  Moscow-steered  ’’bandwagon”  is  running  out  of  fuel, 
why  lediould  we  furnish  the  power? 
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ANALYSIS:]  . . .  Malam  and  Mortar  Fire 


One  must  go  beck  36  years  to  under¬ 
stand  the  story  behind  the  shooting  in 
the  Huleh  sVamps  in  the  last  fortnight 
This  is  not  a  minor  border  clash  orer 
the  ownership  of  a  few  acres  of  marsh¬ 
land.  It  is  another  skirmish  in  Syria’s 
stubborn  campaign  to  push  the  inter¬ 
national  frontier  between  Israel  and 
Syria  westward  to  gain  control .  over 
Israel’s  water  supply. 

How  tho  Frontior  Was  Fixod 

The  international  frontier  was  fixed 
in  the  Franco-British  agreement  of 
1923  when  the  two  governments  as¬ 
sumed  mandates  over  non-Turkish  ter¬ 
ritory  that  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Ottoman  Empire.  The  French  took  the 
Mandate  over  Syria.  The  British  be¬ 
came  the  Mandatory  Power  over  Pal¬ 
estine  on  both  sides  of  the  Jordan. 
When  the  time  came  to  mark  the  fron¬ 
tier  between  Syria  and  Palestine,  the 
British  insisted  that  the  line  be  estab¬ 
lished  east  of  the  waterway  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  Jordan  River,  Lake  Huleh 
and  the  Sea  of  Galilee  because,  as 
Prime  Minister  David  Lloyd  George 
wix)te:  “The  waters  of  Palestine  are 
essential  to  its  existence.  Without 
these  waters,  Palestine  would  be  a 
wilderness  ...  On  the  other  hand, 
those  same  waters  are  of  no  use  to 
anyone  holding  Syria.”  The  British 
would  not  have  accepted  responsibility 
for  Palestine  if  they  had  b^n  denied 
exclusive  control  over  this  precious 
water  resource.  Thus,  further  south, 
where  Syria  ends  and  Jordan  begins, 
the  British  agreed  on  the  Jordan  River 
as  the  boundary  between  Palestine  and 
Transjordan  since  they  had  the  Man¬ 
date  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

The  issue  was  revived  in  1944,  when 
the  French  yielded  the  Syrian  Mandate. 
At  that  time,  the  British  again  re¬ 
jected  proposals  that  the  frontier  be¬ 
tween  Palestine  and  independent  Syria 
be  moved  westward  to  the  east  bank 
of  the  Jordan  and  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 
Later,  when  the  UN  fixed  the  bound¬ 
aries  between  the  pressed  State  of 
Israel  and  Syria,  in  the  1947  partiti(m 
resolution,  the  international  frontier 
remained  unchanged. 

TIm  Domilitarizad  Zon* 

Following  the  1947  UN  resolution, 
Arab  armies  invaded  Palestine  from 
Syria,  Iraq,  Jordan,  Lebanon  and 
Egypt  All  were  driven  back,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Syrian  forces, 
which  took  up  a  strategic  position  in 
two  square  miles  of  Israel  soil  on  the 
banks  of  the  Jordan.  The  Israelis  had 
captured  a  number  of  villages  in  some 
80  square  miles  of  Lebanese  territory. 


When  the  time  came  to  negotiate  the 
UN  armistice  agreements,  it  was  the 
view  of  UN  Mediator  Ralph  Bunche 
that  both  sides  should  return  to  the 
old  international  frontiers.  The  Is¬ 
raelis  said  they  were  willing  to  with¬ 
draw  from  Lebanon,  but  they  also 
wanted  the  Syrians  to  withdraw  from 
Israel.  Bunche  insisfted  that  each  arm¬ 
istice  agreement  be  dealt  with  sep¬ 
arately.  The  Israelis  withdrew  from 
Lebanon  and  that  armistice  agreement 
was  negotiated  and  swiftly  signed. 
But  the  negotiations  between  Israel 
and  Syria  proved  most  difficult.  The 
Syrians  were  now  at  the  water’s  edge 
and  reluctant  to  yield.  After  many 
difficult  weeks  of  bargaining,  the  Sy¬ 
rians  finally  agreed  to  withdraw,  but 
insisted  on  the  creation  of  a  demilitar¬ 
ized  zone  from  which  all  troops  were 
to  be  withdrawn. 

The  Israelis  were  naturally  con¬ 
cerned  lest  the  creation  of  this  zone 
interfere  with  long  standing  reclama¬ 
tion  plans  and,  to  reassure  them.  Dr. 
Bunche  wrote  on  June  26,  1949:  “In 
respect  to  the  question  of  economic 
development,  I  may  also  assure  both 
parties  that  the  UN  will  also  ensure 
that  the  demilitarized  zone  will  not 
be  a  vacuum  or  a  wasteland.” 

A  cloud  has  remained  on  the  title  to 
the  area.  The  Israelis  have  always  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  armistice  agreement 
did  not  change  the  international  front¬ 
ier,  that  they  retained  sovereignty  over 
the  demilitarized  zone,  and  that  the 
only  restriction  applied  to  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  military  forces.  The  Syriaxts, 
on  the  other  hand,  have  contended  that 
Israel  does  not  have  sovereignty,  and 
they  have  always  attempted  to  thwart 
Israel’s  water  develc^ment  in  the  area, 
resorting  to  gunfire.  Had  the  Israelis 
anticipated  the  obstacles,  they  prob¬ 
ably  would  not  have  agreed  to  the 
establishment  of  the  demilitarized  zone. 
But  apparently  they  hoped  that  the 
armistice  agreement  would  soon  be 
succeeded  by  a  final  peace  settlement. 
They  regarded  the  UN  armistice  agree¬ 
ments  as  steps  towards  peaoe,  not  mere 
intermissions  in  war. 

Israel's  Water  Developinent 

Israel  has  an  excess  of  water  in  the 
north  and  a  deficiency  in  the  south. 
She  has  an  elaborate  program  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  wastage  of  water  by  evapora¬ 
tion  and  runoff,  and  to  channel  water 
southward.  Om  of  the  earliest  ele¬ 
ments  in  this  plan  was  the  drainage  of 
the  malaria-infested  marshlands  of  the 
Huleh  valley  in  Eastern  Galilee. 

Lake  Huleh  is  believed  to  have  been 
created  more  than  two  thousand  cen¬ 
turies  ago  by  volcanic  aetkm,  which 


poured  basalt  roric  into  the  channel  of 
the  Jordan  River,  north  of  the  Sea  of 
Galilee.  The  dammed-up  waters  formed 
a  shallow  lake  of  five  square  miles,  and 
most  of  the  valley  became  marshland, 
spreading  over  11,000  acres.  Many 
early  settlers  died  of  malaria  and, 
long  before  there  was  an  Israel,  it  was 
recognized  that  the  area  would  have  to 
be  drained. 

In  1918,  the  Tuildsh  government 
awarded  a  concession  to  the  Syro- 
Ottoman  Development  Company  for 
S26.000  to  do  the  drainage.  Almost 
nothing  was  done.  In  1934,  the  Jew- 
ish-sptmsored  Palestine  Land  Develop¬ 
ment  Company  bought  the  concession. 
Paying  $1,000,000  to  the  absentee  Arab 
landlordis.  Three  years  later,  it  was 
acquired  by  the  Jearish  National  Fund, 
but  it  was  not  until  after  Israel  was 
established  that  any  substantial  de¬ 
velopment  was  undertaken. 

Work  began  in  1951.  The  project 
involved  the  blasting  of  the  basalt  rock 
to  enlarge  the  southern  outlet  of  Lake 
Huleh,  deepening  of  the  Jordan  River 
channel  to  carry  the  waters  of  the  lake 
into  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  new  drainage  canals  in 
the  old  lake  bed.  The  project  will  re¬ 
claim  14,250  acres  of  rich  farmland  on 
which  will  be  planted  industrial  crops. 

From  the  beginning  the  work  was 
harassed  by  Syrian  gunfire.  The  Sy¬ 
rians  cmitended  that  the  Israelis  were 
violating  the  UN  armistice  agreement 
by  working  in  the  demilitarized  zone 
on  Arab  land  (between  30  to  60  Arabs 
altogether  own  seven  to  eight  acres  of 
latid  in  this  part  of  the  demilitarized 
zone),  and  that  the  disappearance  of 
the  lake  would  remove  a  “natural  ob¬ 
stacle”  to  military  movement.  The 
Syrians  protested  to  the  UN  Security 
Council,  and  at  first  the  project  was 
blocked.  But,  after  a  thorough  in¬ 
quiry,  Gen.  William  Riley,  the  UN 
Chief  of  Staff,  reported  to  the  Security 
Council  on  May  2,  1961: 

“I  feel  that  the  UN  should  never 
impede  progressive  work  ...  I  have 
never  found  fault  with  the  concession 
and  never  will . . .  I  feel  that  it  is  not  a 
matter  which  affects  Syria  or  the  UN.” 

The  UN  Security  Council  then  ruled 
that  Israel  could  continue  the  drainage 
project  if  she  would  safeguard  the  in¬ 
terests  of  existing  landowners.  The 
project  went  on.  :  It  was  interrupted 
by  Syrian  gunfire  -  in  1963  and  again 
in  1967.  Each  time,  the  UN  rejected 
Syria’s  complaint.  In  1966  the  project 
was  all  but- completed.  The  southern 
channel  was  opened,  and  the  lake  was 
drained  away.  But  the  Israelis  were 
compelled  to  dig  additional  canals  in 
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order  to  prevent  the  flooding’  of  the  re¬ 
claimed  ana  during  the  rainy  season. 

The  N«w  Cknh 

On  March  23,  the  Israelis  conducted 
a  survey,  preparatory  to  digging  the 
sixth  and  most  easterly  channel  on  the 
edge  of  the  demilitarized  zone.  A  ON 
observer  was  invited  to  be  present. 
The  survey  established  that  the  new 
eanal  was  being  dug  in  an  area  that 
was  formerly  inside  the  lake.  Exca¬ 
vation  began  on  March  24.  The  Syri¬ 
ans  gave  the  UN  observers  ten  min¬ 
utes  to  forward  an  ultimatum  to  the 
Israelis.  Firing  began  a  few  minutes 
later  and  the  Israelis  replied. 

That  night,  the  UN  asked -the  Israelis 
to  silspebd  work  to  permit  another 
survey.  Israel  agreed.  The  UN  con¬ 
ducted  the  survey  on  March  26,  and 
confirmed  that  the  canal  was  not  in 
the  demilitarized  zone.  Syrian  forces 
renewed  their  fire.  The  UN  notified 
Israel  that  the  Syrians  were  challeng¬ 
ing  their  findings  and  asked  for  another 
suspension  until  March  30  to  permit  a 
recheck.  Israel  again  agreed,  while 
the  UN  conducted  a  second  cheek. 
Syrians  resumed  shooting  on  March 
SO,  and  the  Israelis  returned  the  fire. 
The  situation  became  grave  on  March 
31,  when  Syrians  fired  a  barrage  of 
120  mm.  mortar  fire  supported  by 
tanks,  and  Israel  tanks  fired  against 
the  Syrian  positXHis. 

The  Israel  government  informed  the 
UN  that  Israel  would  agree  to  another 
survey,  and  abide  by  the  result.  Work 
was  tmnporarily  suspended  on  April  1 
to  permit  the  survey  to  proceed.  (There 
is  no  truth  in  the  dispatch  emanating 
from  Cairo  that  the  U.S.  forced  Israel 
to  suspend  the  work.) 

The  result  of  the  final  survey  came 
ap  a  surprise  because  it  had  been  as¬ 
sumed  that  the  boundary  of  the  de¬ 
militarized  zone  followed  the  aband¬ 
oned  shore  line.  Now,  the  UN  reported 
that  the  boundary  set  forth  in  the 
armistice  agreement  had  never  been 
clearly  delineated  and  that  in  fact  it 
was  actually  located,  in  part,  inside 
the  old  lake  bed.  As  a  result  of  this 
final  survey,  the  Israelis  agreed  to 
move  the  line  of  the  drainage  canal  16 
feet  westward  for  a  distance  of  82 
yards,  and  thiu  avoid  any  of  the  land 
in  dispute.  That  was  on  April  8. 
Work  'was  then  resumed.  And  two 
days  later,  the  project  was  completed, 
and  the  water  was  carried  away  into 
the  main  channel  further  west. 

Another  Arab-Israel  crisis  ended. 
Tensions,  as  well  as  flood  waters,  sub¬ 
sided.  But  this  incident  has  implica¬ 
tions.  For  the  first  time  since  the 
Sinai  campaign,  there  has  been  a  mili¬ 
tary  clash  between  Israel  and  one  of 
its  Arab  neighbors.  And  this  time,  the 
clash  is  not  with  an  independent  Syria 
but  with  a  Sjrria  tiiat  has  become  a 
province  of  Eigypt.  In  other  words, 
what  happened  at  Hul^  was  dictated 
by  President  Nasser,  and  the  weapons 
were  supplied  by  the  Kremlin. 

The  inddent  reveals  that  the  Arabs 
are  determined  to  continue  exploiting 


Aid  to  Nosmt? 

In  a  speech  in  Washington  on  April 
2,  Sen.  Theodore  F.  Green,  (D)  R.  I., 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Comjoaittee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  declared  that  the 
U.S.  should  give  aid  to  President  Nas¬ 
ser's  UAR.  He  declared: 

“It  is  important  for  the  UAR  to 
become  a  liable  state,  both  desirous 
and  capable  of  withstanding  Soviet 
penetration.  If  it  is  to  beconte  sudi 
a  state,  then  it  will  need  an  alternative 
to  Soviet  aid.  As  a  result  of  careful 
comparison  and  elimination,  it  seems 
that  the  U.S.  will  have  to  supply  that 
alternative.” 

Smi.  Green  criticised  American  pol¬ 
icy  in  the  Near  Elast,  describing  it  as 
a  “random  assortment  of  hopes,  most 
of  them  pious,  some  of  them  contra¬ 
dictory.”-  The  policy  up  to  now  had 
not  prevented  or  impeded  ,tiie  Com¬ 
munist  economic  offensive.  One  of 
the  results  of  a  lack  of  clarity,  he 
contended,  was  our  inability  to  make 
up  our  minds  as  to  whether  or  not  we 
wanted  to  get  along  with  Nasser.  It 
seemed  to  Sen.  Gremi  that  it  'was  de¬ 
sirable  to  get  along  with  him  and  that 
if  we  made  the  effort,  we  might  find 
him  “more  responsive.” 

However,  he  added:  “It  should  be 
made  clear  to  him  that  we  do  not  like 
his  brand  of  imperialism  avy  better 
than  any  other  brand.”  He  said  that 
the  Arab  federation  ni  Iraq  and  Jordan 
deserved  ctmtinued  U.S.  support.  But 
he  deplored  the  tendency  to  view  the 
Arab  federation  of  Iraq  and  Jordan  as 
Westem-badeed  and  the  UAR  as  So¬ 
viet-backed,  as  a  sort  of  “polarization 
of  the  area”  serving  neither  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  tile  Anba  nor  the  West. 

Sen.  Green  said  that  he  was  speak¬ 
ing  for  himself. 

On  the  following  day.  Sen.  Alex¬ 
ander  Wiley  (Wis.),  ranldng  Republi¬ 
can  on  the  Sotate  Foreign  RelatiiHis 
Committee  took  the  Senate  floor  to 
warn  that  we  most  keep  our  powder 


the  demilitarized  zones  in  their  cam¬ 
paigns  to  harass  and  impede  Israel's 
water  development.  They  still  believe 
that  they  can  shoot  first,  protest  after¬ 
wards  and  escape  UN  censure.  Com¬ 
munist  ’wmpona  and  political  support 
have  not  made  them  less  belligerent. 
On  the  contrary.  And  Nasser  is  will- 
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dry  when  dealing  with  Nasser.  The 
Wisconsin  legislator  charged  that  Nas¬ 
ser  was  trying  to  play  both  ends 
against  the  middle. 

Mutual  Sucurity  Support 

Rep.  Hhnuss  E.  Morgan  (D)  Pa^ 
Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  Rep.  John  M.  Vorys  (R) 
Ohio  said  that  the  foreign  aid  author¬ 
isation  bin  would  be  approved  with 
some  reduction  but,  in  Rep.  Vorys* 
words,  “nothing  like  the  wholesale 
slashing  we  had  in  recent  years.” 

Dufunding  thn  3-iniln  Limit 

Saudi  Arabia,  backed  by  the  USSR, 
is  still  pushing  its  demand  to  extend 
territoriid  waters  from  the  traditional 
3  mile  limit  to  12  miles.  At  the  (3e- 
neva  Conference  on  Maritime  Law,  the 
latest  Arabian  proposal  seeks  to  refer 
the  matter  to  UN  Secretary'  General 
Dag  Hammaikajold  for  further  study. 
Saudi  Arabia’s  special  interest  rises 
from  its  attempt  to  deny  Israel  access 
to  the  Gulf  of  Aqaba. 

The  U.S.  has  consistently  taken  a 
position  defending  the  S-mile  limit.  Its 
representative  at  the  conference,  Ar¬ 
thur  H.  Dean,  strongly  supported  tiie 
principle  of  the  3-mile  limit  and  de¬ 
scribed  in  considMahle  detail  the 
enohnous  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
would  be  created  by  adoption  of  the 
12-mile  limit.  He  descried  as  “i^>- 
palling”  the  increased  costs  invol'v^ 
for  the  U.S.  in  patrolling  the  addi¬ 
tional  sea  area  and  warned  that  the 
danger  from  hostile  sirimiarines  would 
be  greatly  increased. 

In  Washington,  Rear  Admiral  Ches¬ 
ter  Ward,  USN,  pointed  out  that  adk>p- 
tion  of  the  12-miIe  limit  would  close 
the  Gulf  of  Aqaba  to  Israel.  He  ac¬ 
cused  the  Soviet  Union  oi  trying  to 
effect  a  “water  grab”  and  pointed  out 
that  the  Russians  were  attempting  to 
close  off  the  waters  around  their  naval 
base  at  Vladivostok. 


ing  to  launch  dangerous  military  di- 
versimis  at  distant  points,  like  Huleh 
and  the  Temen-Admi  frontier. 

All  this  may  have  ominous  in^lica- 
tions  for  the  uKMre  important  water  de¬ 
velopment  which  Israel  contemplates 
later  when  it  begiiu  to  divert  the 
waters  of  the  Jordan  for  irrigation. 
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Three  submarines  purchased  from 
Communist  Poland  have  been  added 
to  Egypt* s  fleet,  thus  bringing  the 
known  total  to  six  now  based  at  Alex* 
andria.  The  CSairo  announcement  said 
that  the  new  undersea  ships  were 
manned  by  UAR  crews  who  had  been 
trained  by  the  Communists.  Israeli 
newspapers  warned  against  Cairo’s 
assurances  that  the  submarines  would 
not  be  used  against  IsracL 

At  the  same  time,  Elgypt  announced 
the  purchase  from  the  USSR  of  a 
numb^  of  the  new  TU-104  Jet  trans¬ 
port  planes  for  use  in  its  passenger 
serrice.  He  planes,  which  are  less 
practical  than  Briti^  Viscounts,  are 
to  be  paid  for  with  Eg^tian  cotton. 

In  New  York,  Sir  L^ie  Plummer, 
a  British  Laborite  M.P.,  charged  that 
Nasser  would  attack  Israel  once  he 
had  established  the  Arab  union,  and 
warned  that  Israel  was  in  as  great  a 
danger  today  as  she  was  ten  years  ago. 

In  New  Delhi,  Nasser  was  urged  by 
the  Tinu$  of  India,  one  of  that  coun¬ 
try’s  leading  newspapers,  to  recognise 
Israel  as  a  fact.  ’’Liquidation  of  Is¬ 
rael  is  a  fiction  for  the  masses,”  the 
Ttmes  of  India  said. 

And  in  Rome,  political  leaders  ob¬ 
jected  to  receiving  Nasser  after  be  had 
visited  Moscow  and  persuaded  the  Ital¬ 
ian  government,  on  April  8,  to  ask  him 
to  put  off  his  arrival  until  some  time 
after  the  Italian  national  elections. 

PrMsiNw  Todies 

Riots  and  outbreaks  of  strikes  in 
Lebanon  are  reflecting  growing  pro- 
Nasser  pressure  on  the  Chamoun  gov¬ 
ernment.  A  flve-day  general  strike  in 
the  ancient  Phoenician  port  of  Tyre 
resulted  in  6  dead  and  11  wounded 
when  police  fired  into  a  crowd  of  sev¬ 


eral  thousand  demmistrators  protest¬ 
ing  the  jailing  of  8  men  for  tteir  ac¬ 
tions  during  a  pro-Nasser  rally.  Three 
Lebanese  towns  joined  the  strike  which 
ended  only  after  the  government 
yielded  to  demands  for  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  the  local  police  chief  and  the 
district  governor.  Gunflghts  broke  out 
again  in  southeast  Lebanon  on  April 
10,  leading  to  the  calling  of  an  emerg¬ 
ency  meeting  of  the  Lebanese  cabinet 
and  the  nation’s  security  chiefs. 

Pro-Nasser  pressure  has  also  been 
exerted  on  Saudi  Arabia  to  withdraw 
her  troops  from  Jordan  and  suspend 
her  aid  to  that  country. 

Meanwhile,  the  new  Gasa  Strip 
Council  passed  a  resolution  calling  for 
membership  in  the  UAR. 

Saudi  Arabian  Financas 

In  his  reorganisation  of  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia’s  economy.  Crown  Prince  Faisal 
has  discharged  Mohammed  Sorour,  the 
finance  minuter,  who  u  blamed  for  the 
nation’s  money  problems.  Mr.  Sorour 
incidentally,  was  charged  by  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  press  idth  having  approved  trans¬ 
fer  of  money  that  was  allegedly  given 
to  Syrian  strongman  CoL  Serraj  to  do 
away  with  Nasser.  Those  familiar 
with  Faisal’s  own  record  do  not  see 
how  he  can  contribute  much  to  putting 
Saudi  Arabia’s  house  in  order.  He  has 
a  reputation  for  extravagance  and  has 
invested  tremendous  sums  in  offices 
and  apartments  in  Cairo,  which  may 
explain  his  pro-Nasser  orientation — 
Faisal  owns  one  of  the  largest  of  the 
Saudi  palaces. 

From  Rome  comes  the  report  that 
an  Italian  architect  has  put  a  lien  on 
King  Saud’s  yacht.  Sand  is  said  to 
owe  him  a  quarter  of  a  million  pounds 
for  palaces  Sand  never  built. 

Turoobout 

The  recent  expulsion  of  the  Egyptian 
consul  in  Jerusalem  by  Jordan  has 
brought  a  bitter  complaint  from  Cairo. 
A  broadcast  on  Ap^  6  deplored  the 


fact  that  in  recent  nsontbs  Jordan  has 
expelled  five  Egyptian  diplomats,  call¬ 
ing  this  a  record  number,  ’’unmatched 
even  among  hostile  countries.” 

In  Lebanon  reports  were  current  ' 
that  the  former  Syrian  dictator  Brig,  i 
Gen.  Shishekly  was  seddng  to  form  a 
free  Syrian  government-in-exile  with 
headquarters  in  Bae^dad,  but  had  been  ' 
asked  by  Iraq  to  postpone  his  action. 

Afro  Asian  Friondship 

Stronger  Israel  rriations  with  Afro- 
Asian  countries  were  marked  by  two 
events:  the  arrival  of  a  delegation  led 
by  the  Burmese  Minister  of  Defense,  ' 
^1^  on  April  8  bihui  a  tour  of  Is-  < 
rael’s  military  industry,  supply  biwes,  j 
and  local  monafrctuied  e^pment;  j 
and  the  report  of  Israel’s  Foreign  Min-  j 
ister  Golda  Meir  on  her  Africu  tour,  j 

Such  countries  as  Ghana,  Nigeria,  i 
Liberia  and  other  states  of  West  Africa  | 
were  highly  enthusiastic  about  and  ap-  | 
preciative  of  the  help  that  Israel  is 
giving  them,  she  said.  j 

Shorter  Notes  ■ 

The  Israel  government  reported  that 
the  Moslem  birth  rate  in  Israel  is  the 
highest  and  the  Moslem  death  rate  the 
lowest  in  the  world. 

Jordanians  killed  two  Israeli  civfl- 
ians  driving  along  the  border  in  the 
Lachish  area.  Heir  jeep  was  later 
found  abandoned. 

Shell  Oil  and  British  Petroleum  sold 
all  their  Israel  distributing  and  mark¬ 
eting  facilities,  valued  at  $14  million, 
to  a  group  headed  by  Isaac  Wolfson, 
a  British  industrialist. 

He  American  Express  Company  was 
accused  by  the  Israel  Government 
Tourist  Office  of  yielding  to  Arab  boy- , 
cott  pressure  in  causing  its  subsidiary, 
the  Herts  Driv-Ur-Self  Company,  to 
cancel  negotiations  with  Israel.  The 
Hertz  Company  hod  tentatively  agreed 
to  open  a  branch  office  in  Israel  be¬ 
fore  its  absorption  by  the  American 
Express  Company. 
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